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[57] ABSTRACT 

Disclosed is. an establishment designed to facilitate dis- 
pensing food or other commodities to customers in 
automobiles from drive-up stations or windows. The 
establishment has two of its sides joined in a curved 
segment with one dispensing window on the curved 
segment, and dispensing windows on adjacent sides. 
Multiple egress lanes are disposed such that at least one 
lane is accessable from each dispensing window even 
whOe automobiles are parked at the other windows. 
The use of a curved segment rather than the typical 
comer arrangement facilitates using multiple egress 
lanes to significantly increase traffic flow. 

2 Claims, 1 Drawing Figure 
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that order dispensing and traffic flow is greatly facili- 
DRIVE-IN SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT tated, thereby increasing sales volume. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION ^^^^ DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The present invention pertains to establishments ca- ' . ^ co°>Plete understanding of the present inven- 

tering to diive-up, automobile service, such as restau- 5°° ^ ^ by reference to the foUowing detailed 

rants that dispense food through drive-up windows. descnptionof a preferred embodmient when considered 

Many restaurants provide drive-in service, typically, conjunction with the aocompanymg drawing m 

an establishment provides one or more dispensing win- *'nS^ r^^rmr, i. ' ^ ^ , . 
dows and an order taking station. A single traffic lane is >° 7^* FIGURE shows an overhead plan view of the 

provided past the order station and the dispensing win- f^''^^ establishment with a dispensmg station 

dow(8). such that automobiles drive up, place their °° ^ ^'Kment and multiple egress lanes, 

orders at the order station and pick up their order at a DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 

dispensing window. EMBODIMENT 

This typical arrangement inevitably creates traffic _ , . ... . .„ . . ^ . 

bottlenecks in moving can from the order station past ^ P"=(«7«* embodmient wiU be d«cnbed m con- 

thc dispensing window(s), particularly when a krge *J*. * restaurant service estabhshment that 

order has to ^ filled provides dnve-up order dispensmg through multiple 

Some drive-up service establishments increase traflic ^tZ^^!^^ 'f/Z'^' ^Tf 

flow by providing multiple ingress/egress lanes, with a ^ arrangements could be used to actually 

dispensing station associated ^th ea^h lane, as is typi- ''"l^^^???* °l '^^ commod.ti«. 
caUy the.^ with dHv^in bank teUeroperations:^^ incTSestwSma^^iTo^^^^^^^^^ 

rr^'mTt^^^Te^mtrv^TS^, Ssf^e iJotS ^^'"4^ '^^^ 

• i_ -tj* J ^ ^ 11 ^ a' 25 Windows) are providea. With a Window WA located on 

a m^un buildmg and each remote tcUer Nation. An ex- ^ ^^^^ ^ loT^d a 

T^I^u^^^ Z*^ " ^^J't'^^. window Wc located approidmately medial the curved 

f^' i , ° °^T•l*'*•'^'"*'^^•'^'^^ 1»C. Each wkdow is adipted for dispensiS 

aged food dehv«y system havmg multiple mgress and foSJorders to automobiles that park adjacent th^ win* 
egress lanes with remote dispensmg stations; packaged 3Q ^j^^g j 
food is tran^rted from a central building to remote ^ single ingress lane 20 is provided by which auto- 
dispensmg stations usmg an overhead electncally mobiles can obtain drive-up service by placing an order 

wTnn'T''/?^^''""^ at a menu/order station 30^ The ordei^^are then picked 

mgmoney and food stuffs. . ^ ^^^^ dispensing windows WA, WB or 

The use of mulutiple remote dispensmg stations is 35 ^C. A second menu/ord^ station 32 permits two or- 
disadvantageous m several respects for restaurants and ^ers to be taken at a time. 

other such establishmwits. Pint of dl, they are not cost After receiving an order at one of the dispensing 
effective m their use of land. Second, their order debv- windows, an automobile exits the service establishment 
!21 '^^"^^^ expensive and unsmted to transportmg through one of egress lanes 40A, 40B or 40C. Egress 
restaurant food orders. 40 lane 40A is accessible to automobiles exiting window 

SUMMARY AND OBJECTS OF THE though an automobile may be parked at win- 

INVENTION Egress lane 40C is accessible to an automobile 

_ exiting window WC even though an automobile is 

Objects. To provide advantages over pnor art service parked at window WB. Egress lane 40B is accessible to 
estabhshmcnts catermg to dnve-ih food or other com- 45 automobiles exiting window WB. 
modity dispensmg, the objects of the present invention !„ operation, automobHes placing orders at the menu- 
_ _ ^ ^ ' /order stations 30/32 can drive ahead to either dispens- 

1. To provide an establishment that facilitates dis- ing windows WA, WB or WC. Once an order is filled 
pensmg food or other commodities to customers in and paid for, the automobUe exits the service establish- 
automobiles from dnve-up dispensing stations. 50 ment via its assigned egress lane 40A, 40B or 40C, unaf- 

2. To provide such an establishment designed such fected by other automobUes parked at the other dispens- 
that multiple egress lanes can be arranged to facilitate ing windows. 

independent egress from any of multiple dispensing Providing a dispensing window WC on curved seg- 
wmdows so as to significantly reduce traffic bottie- ment IOC is an important aspect of tiie invention, as are 
necks, tiiereby increasing traffic flow and doUar volume 55 the arrangement of the multiple egress lanes. This ar- 
through faster service. rangement represents a significant improvement over 

Summary. Briefly, these and other objects that wiU be current building designs for service establishments in 
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art are accom- terms of smootii traffic flow and the ability to provide 
plishwi by a drive-up service establishment having two multiple egress lanes. 

sides joined in a curved siegment One dispensing station 60 Another significant advantage of the present design 
is located on the curved segment, arid an additional for a service establishment is its flexibiity in providing 
dispensing station is located oh one or both of the adja- improved traffic flow. For example, window WB can 
cent sides. Multiple egress lanes are arranged such that be reserved for large orders, witii windows WA and 
automobiles may egress from any dispensing station WC being used for smaller orders that can be filled 
even though automobiles are parked at the other dis- 65 more quickly. In that regard, window WB can be lo- 
pensing stations. Providing a curved segment, with a cated such that a second automobile can stop behind the 
dispensing station located on the curved segment. . automobile at window WB without constricting exit 
greatiy facilitates the use of multiple egress lanes such from window WC via egress lane 40e. 
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The present invention has been described in relation 
to a preferred service establishment catering to drive-up 
service. Designing the service establishment to include 
a curved segment IOC facilitates the use of multiple 
dispensing windows and egress lanes for improved traf- 
fic How. 

While the invention has therefore been described 
with respect to a preferred embodiment, it is to be 
clearly understood by those of ordinary skill in the art 
that the invention is not so limited, but rather that the 
limits of the invention are to be interpreted only in 
conjuncdon with the appended claims. For example, 
additional dispensing windows can be provided, or one 
dispensing window can be eliminated (or closed down). 
If only two dispensing windows are used, eliminating 
window WA will also eliminate the need for egress lane 
40A, thereby conserving space. 

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu- 20 
sive property privilege is claimed are as follows: 

1. A service establishment for dispensing food or 
other commodities to customers in automobiles com- 
prising: 

(a) a building having first and second nonparallel 
walls joined together by a curved wall; 

(b) a central dispensing station for dispensing com- 
modities located approximately medial said curved 
wall; 

(c) a first dispensing station located on said first wall; 

(d) an automobile ingress lane by which all automo- 
biles can access either said first or central dispens- 
ing stations, said ingress lane having a width which 

35 
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will accommodate only a single automobile at a 
time. 

(e) first and central egress lanes, said first egress lane 
being parallel to said first wall and accessible from 
said first dispensing station, and said central egress 
lane being generally tangential, at least initially, to 
a portion of said curved wall and accessible from at 
least said central dispensing station, said egress 
lanes having a width which will accommodate 
only a single automobile at a time, said curved wall 
having an area immediately adjacent thereto at said 
central dispensing station for accommodating a 
single automobile to receive commodities from said 
central dispensing station, said area being disposed 
out of the path of said first egress lane, whereby, 
automobiles at either said first or central dispensing 
stations may egress via their respective egress lanes 
by proceeding in a substantially straight-forward 
direction even though an automobile is parked at 
the other dispensing station, thereby facilitating 
traffic flow through the service establishment. 

2. The service establishment defined in claim 1 fur- 
ther including: 

(a) a second dispensing station located on the second 
wall of said building; 

(b) a second egress lane accessible from said second 
dispensing station, said second egress lane having a 
width which will accommodate only a single auto- 
mobile at a time, whereby an automobile at said 
second dispensing station may egress via said sec- 
ond egress lane by proceeding in a substantially 
straight-forwardly direction even though automo- 
biles are parked at the other dispensmg stations. 
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